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France ", but she found she had to pay down no
less than 200,000 crowns in solid cash.
One clear aim Elizabeth set before herself. She
would not provoke Spain to open war, but she
would weaken her enemy in other ways. In this
she was enormously helped by the troubles
which now broke out in that part of Philip's
domains, the Netherlands. Just across the sea
from England lay these Low Countries. They
now formed part of the dominions ruled by
Philip of Spain, who had inherited them from his
father. England for centuries had traded with
the Dutch and the Flemings, and the ties between
the countries were strengthened as both England
and Netherlands gradually became Protestant.
When, therefore, the Dutch found they must
fight for their religion and their liberties ^agsiusT
their King, they tried to get help from the*r
neighbour arui co-religionist, Elizabeth. The
Queen neither would nor could come to their
help openly. She did not sympathize with the
Dutch in their religious struggles, for, like most
rulers of her day, she thought that every Prince
had the right to control the religion of his state.
But she did see clearjy that trouble in the Nether-
lands would occupy Philip and keep him from
responding to the appeals of the Pope that he
should undertake a great attack on England.
The Dutch fought magnificently. They seemed
such a small nation to be fighting against great
Spain that we look back with admiration and